The Comic Pricing Academy: Comic Book Price Guides,
Determining Comic Book Value Estimate
Welcome back. Hope you had a value added time with my last lesson. And if you have
purchased a copy of the Overstreet Comic Book Price Guide (for the electronic version you can
use the link in the footer of this document, and thanks) I hope you found some of the sections in
the guide interesting and entertaining. Now on to what the meat of the guide is all about,
determining what a comic book estimated value is. Let’s start with the holy grail of all collectible
comics, Action Comics #1, the first appearance of Superman. Refer to the next figure as we go
through our discussion.
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Well, that figure was harder than expected to create. It is a little fuzzy but the points I want to
discuss, show through well enough to make my discussion understandable.
Now at the top with the red arrow, is each comic’s physical grade column. They are 2.0 (GD),
4.0 (VG), 6.0 (FN), 8.0 (VF), 9.0 (VF/NM) and 9.2 (NM). The guide only lists data up to 9.2.
Anything above this has to be discussed and negotiated for any transaction you may want to
become involved in. Physical grading, in general and at this level, can become quite subjective.
Third party grading intervention may also be needed.
Now look at the blue arrow. This is the start of the Action Comics section. And the listed value
estimates for each physical condition for Action Comics #1 is listed at the yellow arrow. These
are listed as: 2.0 - $120,000; 4.0 – $240,000; 6.0 - $360,000; 8.0 - $870,000; 9.0 - $1,400,000;
9.2 - $1,900,000. As you can see, physical condition plays a major role in comic book value.
Well, if you have finished drooling and fantasizing, like I do, over this very rare comic (less than
100 left in the world I have heard), let’s look at the early history of The Amazing Spider-Man in
the figure below:

Now again, at the blue arrow you see the start of The Amazing Spider-Man section. And at the
yellow arrow we have 2.0 - $1750; 4.0 - $3500; 6.0 - $5250; 8.0 - $14,000; 9.0 - $36,000; 9.2 $58,000. Not near the value of the first appearance of Superman, but quite a healthy listing of
values anyway. And this isn’t the first appearance of Spider-Man. That was Amazing Fantasy
#15.
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The two previous examples have been a couple of the more powerhouse comics. So let’s do a
couple more in the realm of yours and my comics. Some of my favorite comics when I was
young were the Classics Illustrated group, in particularly, The Time Machine. Years ago when I
went to college and took all my comics with me, they ended up getting stolen. I have since
reacquired some of my favorite Classics Illustrated comics. Let’s take a look at the Time
Machine #133 in the figure below:
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The red arrow shows The Time Machine listing. My HRN is 132. The values are: 2.0 - $7; 4.0 $14; 6.0 - $21; 8.0 - $46; 9.0 - $86; 9.2 - $125. Alas, my copy is VG or 4.0 and is estimated at
$14. Not great, but it is one of my more emotionally valued comic books. The Time Machine
was also my favorite movie as a youngster!
Now for a final example, I just picked one from my collection. It is a Star Trek, The Next
Generation, #2. See the pic below:

Again, the blue arrow indicates the series name and my issue is #2. At the yellow arrow you can
notice that issue #1 is the only issue that carries values for all physical conditions. My #2 issue
only has one value of $5 for a 9.2. This is commonly done in the guide for newer comic books
that don’t have much collection value. But this info is well worth knowing about your comics.
I truly hope this lesson has given you valuable insight on using the meat of the guide. Although
the Overstreet Guide is considered the Bible in the industry, there are a few other guides worth
mentioning. That is what next week’s lesson will encompass. And as a reminder, just click the
link in the footer to learn how to get your own electronic copy. Thanks. Dave
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